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October 26, 2001

Ms. Ursula Menke 

Secretary General 

Canadian Radio-television and

  Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0N2





Via Facsimile 819-994-0218

Dear Ms. Menke:

Re:
Local Programming in Huntsville

Introduction

As part of CTV’s recent announcement regarding changes to the MCTV newscasts, local programming from Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay/Muskoka and Timmins, will be combined within the regional nightly news, which will not affect the existing local programming directed at Huntsville.

CTV wishes to assure the Commission that CTV plans to continue to meet its commitment to broadcast approximately one and a half hours per week of separate programming directed to Huntsville.  The only change to how we are currently providing the programming will be that the local programming will be packaged in Sudbury instead of North Bay.  As a result, the changes proposed will be completely consistent with licence renewal Decision CRTC 2001-457-6-1, which includes the renewal of the Huntsville station.  

Background

In Decision CRTC 99-163, the Commission addressed the application by BBS Incorporated (now CTV Inc.) requesting authority to add a transmitter at Huntsville to the licence of CKNY-TV, North Bay.  The licensee stated in its application that news and other programming from North Bay would have more relevance for Huntsville area residents than the programming that, at the time, was being delivered from Kitchener.

As the Commission stated in the Decision, it has “a long-established policy of linking the privilege of soliciting local advertising revenue with the provision of separate local programming to residents of the area.”   While the application did not call for any locally-originated programming, it did request to be permitted to continue to solicit local advertising in the Huntsville/Muskoka region.

Responding to objections by CHUM, the applicant stated, as outlined in the Decision, “that it would accept a condition of licence linking the amount of local advertising permitted to the amount of original, locally-based programming to be broadcast separately each week.”  The amount committed to was approximately 1.5 hours.

By adding local programming to the original application, the Commission found it necessary to treat the revised application as a separate application for a new television programming undertaking.  In Decision CRTC 99-164, the Commission approved the application for a new broadcasting licence for a television programming undertaking in Huntsville.

As a condition of licence, the licensee was required to:

“broadcast no more than 6.5% of the commercial availabilities on this station separately from those broadcast on CKNY-TV North Bay, for each hour of original, station-produced programming broadcast exclusively on the Huntsville station each week.”

In the most recent licence renewal Decision covering Huntsville (Decision CRTC 2001-475-6-1), the requirement was carried forward.  As a condition of licence under this licence, 

“With respect to CKNY-TV-11 Huntsville, the licensee may broadcast no more than 6.5% of the commercial availabilities on this station separately from those broadcast on CKNY-TV North Bay, for each hour of station-produced programming broadcast exclusively on the Huntsville station each week.”

As a related commitment, the Decision states that “The licensee…made the further commitment to broadcast approximately one and a half hours per week of separate programming directed to Huntsville.” 

MCTV Does Not Solicit Local Avails in Huntsville

While the CRTC’s long-established policy links the privilege of soliciting local advertising revenue with the provision of separate local programming, the reality is that, regardless of the history, MCTV does not currently solicit local avails in the Huntsville area, nor does it have plans to do so in the future.  As outlined, the commitment in Huntsville to the origination of local programming was directly related to the proposed solicitation of local advertising revenue, as was the original condition of licence and the subsequent licence condition and commitment under Decision CRTC 2001-475-6-1.  As a result, the direct linkage of minimum levels of local programming and local advertising revenues do not apply.  However, MCTV plans to continue to meet the commitment to local programming directed at Huntsville.

CTV Plans to Meet its Commitment to Approximately 1.5 Hours of Local Programming in Huntsville

CTV is planning to continue to meet its commitment to broadcast approximately 1.5 hours per week of separate programming directed to Huntsville.  

CTV continues to maintain a reporting presence in the Huntsville area, to reflect the issues and events of interest to the community.  The only change in how the programming will be provided is that it will be packaged in Sudbury rather than North Bay.

Conclusion

We appreciate the opportunity to explain the changes announced for MCTV news programming and their relation to the licence requirements of the Huntsville station.   We trust this letter clearly addresses any questions relating to local programming commitments for Huntsville that may have arisen as a result of the announcement.   We would be pleased to provide further information should you require it.

Yours truly,
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Trina McQueen

President and C.O.O.

CTV Inc.

cc:  Nick Ketchum, CRTC  (819) 997-9393
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