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TO OBTAIN A NEW BROADCASTING LICENCE
TO OPERATE A CATEGORY 2 DIGITAL SPECIALTY OR PAY TELEVISION
PROGRAMMING UNDERTAKING
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

LOCATION OF UNDERTAKING: Toronto, Ontario 


1. FILING:

Application to be filed with:

Secretary General





Canadian Radio-television and





Telecommunications Commission





Ottawa, Ontario





K1A 0N2

This document is available in alternative format upon request.
File one original and seven copies.

2. INSTRUCTIONS:

· The applicant must ensure that all required sections are fully completed/filled in, all required pages of the application and all attachments are dated, and all necessary information is provided.

· In order to ensure that the proposed licensee complies with the Direction to the CRTC (Ineligibility of non-Canadians, SOR/97‑486 as amended by SOR/98‑1268), the applicant is required to demonstrate that it is a qualified corporation as defined in the Direction by, among other things, filing proposed documents of incorporation (certificate and articles of incorporation).  The applicant is also required to provide, for the proposed licensee and its parent company, the citizenship and home address of any individual holding 10% or more of voting rights of the licensee or its parent company and of each member of the Board of Directors respectively.

· Copies of the Commission’s letters requesting further information and copies of the applicant’s replies form part of the application and must be available for examination by the public.

3. CONFIDENTIALITY REQUESTS:

· The applicant may request that portions of the application be treated as confidential (See Circular No. 429 dated 19 August 1998).  Section 20 of the CRTC Rules of Procedure reads as follows:

“The Commission may, at the request of an applicant, if in the opinion of the Commission the public interest will best be served by so doing, treat as confidential the following material or information, if such material or information can be separated from the application and is marked “Confidential”, namely:

a) financial statements of an applicant who holds a licence

b) evidence of the financial capacity of any person participating in an application; and

c) the names of prospective employees of an applicant.”

Applicants are reminded that the onus is on them to demonstrate how the public interest will best be served by the granting of confidentiality.


Canada
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Application number



File number



APPLICATION TO OBTAIN A NEW BROADCASTING LICENCE
TO OPERATE A CATEGORY 2 DIGITAL SPECIALTY OR PAY TELEVISION
PROGRAMMING UNDERTAKING

NAME OF PROPOSED SERVICE: Women’s Sports Network (“WSN”) 
Specialty   FORMCHECKBOX 

Pay   FORMCHECKBOX 

1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPOSED LICENSEE (hereinafter the Applicant)

1.1 CORPORATION   FORMCHECKBOX 

CORPORATION TO BE INCORPORATED   FORMCHECKBOX 

OTHER (specify)

NAME:  The Sports Network Inc. 


ADDRESS: 2225 Sheppard Avenue East, Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario

POSTAL CODE: M2J 5C2

TELEPHONE: ( 416 ) 494-1212

FAX: ( 416 ) 490-7040


E-MAIL: rbrace@tsn.ca


1.2 Identify the person to whom the Commission may direct any questions concerning this application:


NAME: Rick Brace
   
TITLE: President, The Sports Network Inc. (“TSN”)



ADDRESS: 2225 Sheppard Avenue East, Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario






POSTAL CODE: M2J 5C2  

TELEPHONE:( 416 ) 494-1212

FAX:( 416 ) 490-7040


E-MAIL: rbrace@tsn.ca

2. WHERE APPLICATION CAN BE EXAMINED

Indicate a location within the area served where the application may be examined by the general public.

ADDRESS: Please see attached. 


*For Corporation or any other entity to be incorporated, the applicant is required to file a draft copy of documents of incorporation as well as the proposed shareholders' board of directors composition.

3. DECLARATION OF APPLICANT

I,   Rick Brace  SOLEMNLY DECLARE THAT:

a) I am the   President of TSN   and as such have knowledge of all matters declared therein.

b) The statements made in this application are to the best of my knowledge and belief true in all respects.

c) The opinions and estimates given in the application are based on facts as known to me.
d) I have examined the provisions of the Broadcasting Act, S.C. 1991 c. 11 as amended, and the broadcasting regulations relevant to the application.

AND I HAVE SIGNED:   *Rick Brace*


*2 April 00*



Signature of Applicant
Date

WITNESSED BY:

Signature:   *Jennifer Bol*

Name (Printed):  *Jennifer Bol*


Date:   *April 2, 2000*

            At:  
*Toronto, Ontario*
 

4. APPOINTMENT OF AGENT

I, 
, the undersigned applicant, hereby appoint 
 as my agent for and on my behalf and in my name to sign and file an application with the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission and I do hereby ratify, confirm, and adopt as my own act such application and all replies made thereto.

Date: 

At: 

ADDRESS OF AGENT: 


POSTAL CODE:

TELEPHONE:(       )

FAX:(       )


E-MAIL:


Signature of applicant: 

Not applicable.

OWNERSHIP STRUCTURE

If you are applying for more than one service or if you have an application on file with the Commission with the same ownership structure as proposed in response to questions 5.1 to 5.7, please specify the application in which the pertinent information is contained. PLEASE REFER TO CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY TSN FOR WSN.
5.1
Attach as SCHEDULE 1, a table in the format below and containing the same information concerning the directors and officers of the proposed licensee/other companies.  The schedule should reflect the present and the proposed board of directors and officers.

NAME

HOME ADDRESS
CITIZENSHIP

DIRECTORS:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT
OFFICERS:

POSITION HELD







Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN.

5.2 Attach, as SCHEDULE 2, a statement regarding who controls/will control the proposed licensee and by what means; if control is to be held by a shareholder company, also advise who controls/will control it and by what means; if applicable, attach all related documents or agreements (e.g. Shareholder Agreement, Voting Trust Agreement, etc.).

Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN.

5.3 If applicant has delegated or will delegate by contract any responsibility attach, as SCHEDULE 3, copies of the contracts (or proposed contracts) and, if applicable, indicate the legislative authority under which the corporation or other legal entity to such contracts are incorporated or otherwise constituted.

Not applicable.

5.4 Attach, as SCHEDULE 4, a table in the format below containing the same information for any shareholders holding 10% or more of the applicant/licensee company for each class of voting securities.  The schedule should reflect the present and the proposed shareholdings.

Security/Unit
Votes
Authorized
Issued
Holders
No. Held
% Vote
Canadian
(X)










Note: SCHEDULE 4 should also provide for each class of voting securities, a breakdown of the shares not captured by the 10% threshold between those being held by Canadians and those being held by non‑Canadians.

Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN.

5.5 Please complete additional 5.1 and 5.4 tables for each corporation or other legal entity holding twenty percent (20%) or more of the voting interests of any class of shares of the applicant and for any corporation or other legal entity which indirectly controls the applicant, and submit as SCHEDULE 5.  A copy of all the incorporating document(s) or analogous documents (e.g. Articles and Certificate of Incorporation, By-Laws, Partnership or Trust Agreement, etc.) of each applicable corporation or other legal entity, including the applicant, must be attached as SCHEDULE 6.

Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN.

5.6 If any of the individual shareholders listed in questions 5.1 and 5.4 above hold public office, indicate the office held:

Not applicable.

5.7
If applicable, attach as SCHEDULE 7 a list of all businesses or corporations in the business classifications listed below, for which any investment (equity and/or securities) is held by the proposed licensee, any of its directors, a corporation which directly controls the proposed licensee or by any shareholder of the proposed licensee holding twenty percent (20%) or more voting interest of the proposed licensee.

A. Other CRTC licence holder and exempted undertakings

B. Daily newspaper

C. Non-daily newspaper or other media publisher

D. Producer or distributor of film or television program

E. Lessor of property, plant or equipment of proposed licensee

F. Telecommunications common carrier within the meaning of the Telecommunications Act
G. Corporation or other legal entity owning 10% or more securities in any of Categories A to F.

Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN.

PROGRAMMING

6.1
NATURE OF SERVICE

a) Language of service

French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

English

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bilingual

 FORMCHECKBOX 

English 

%
French  
%

Other (specify language and % of programming): 





%

b) If the proposed service will target an Ethnic group(s), please indicate % of Ethnic programming as defined in P.N. 1999-117.

%

c) Provide a brief description of service which you would accept AS A CONDITION OF LICENCE defining the nature of the proposed service, using the programming categories set out in P.N. 1999-205.

The time has come for Canada to acknowledge and celebrate the achievements of our female athletes.  The Women’s Sports Network, a specialty service dedicated exclusively to showcasing all aspects of women’s sports and sports of interest to women, will be unique to anything that is presently part of the Canadian broadcast industry.  The Women’s Sports Network will provide a vehicle to showcase and encourage the growth of this facet of the sports realm as well as provide new opportunities for women in the field of sports television.  Women’s sports and the issues surrounding female athletes are incredibly underrepresented in Canada at the present time, despite the vast amount of sports programming available overall.  WSN will focus on women in the sporting world and their fans: showcasing events; creating the first of its kind sports magazine programs aimed at women; sports coaching and instruction.  The Women’s Sports Network will also utilize current and future interactive technology to develop meaningful and proactive sports oriented programs for women:  all produced with and for women, addressing topics and issues that are timely and relevant.  Sport ties a nation together.  It transcends culture while celebrating our diversity.  From all across this nation, and from all walks of life, Canada’s female athletes have worked hard to achieve prominent status in the world.  And each time a Canadian woman wins a tournament, steps on to a medal podium, coaches a team to a national championship or develops a better way to help other athletes, WSN will be there to make sure that Canada celebrates with her.

The Women’s Sports Network’s program categories will consist 100% of: news (category 1), long-form documentary (category 2b), informal education/recreation and leisure (category 5b), sports (category 6), drama and comedy (category 7), interstitials (category 12), public service announcements (category 13), infomercials, promotional and corporate videos (category 14) and filler programming (category 15).

In Public Notice 2000-6, the Commission stated that it would not licence a Category 1 or a Category 2 service that would be directly competitive with an existing pay or specialty service.  Please explain whether the proposed service will be directly competitive with any existing pay or specialty service, and provide detailed justification in support of your position.

WSN will not be directly competitive with any existing pay or specialty service.  Until now, there has been no broadcasting service whose sole focus is achieving the growth, popularity and acceptance of women’s sports, women athletes and women as fans. Currently in Canada, men’s sports coverage outnumbers women’s sports by 15:1.

The WSN concept is entirely original.  Our emphasis on sports of interest to women and women’s perspective on sports will contribute to the goals of developing positive role models for women and youth, developing female Canadian athletes and developing their sports.  Sports on television tends to be programmed for men and the programming itself emphasizes men’s sports by a very significant margin.  There can be little doubt that Canadian women’s sports is underrepresented on Canadian television.  This is true in terms of coverage of women’s sports events but is even more true of non-event programming.  The uniqueness of women’s roles, goals and needs in sports is rarely if ever addressed on television.

WSN is also unique for our emphasis on career opportunities in non-traditional sports broadcasting roles, on-air and in management.  WSN will create new opportunities.  We are committed to supporting independent productions – particularly for women in sports production.  Opportunities will exist for commentators, managers and on-air talent that have not been available before.  The door may have been opening a crack, but WSN’s commitment is to long term meaningful change in how women are perceived and treated in sports and in sports broadcasting.

To the extent that women’s sports are broadcast at all, they tend to be aired in fringe time periods.  WSN will showcase the diversity and uniqueness of women’s sports and women athletes in a way that is just not being done today. By focusing exclusively on women’s sports, WSN will clearly look different from anything else on our screens.  Virtually all of the programming on WSN will not be seen elsewhere on Canadian television.  This includes original programming such as WSN Clubsport, a daily 90 minute show that features interviews, biographies, sports medicine and personal training programs.  WSN is also heavily reliant on the independent production community.  In year one of its licence, WSN will have four independently produced series with close to 100 episodes.  

Overall it is this unique supply of programs independently acquired and self-produced that would not otherwise be broadcast that is at the core of what makes WSN so special.  

Finally, because our audience mix will be so different and targeted, WSN will be able to offer advertising opportunities to advertisers who don’t currently spend significantly in the sports sector and to those advertising women’s health, active women’s clothing and sporting gear, beverages and cosmetics.  This will tend to increase new non-duplicated revenues to the broadcast sector.

6.2
CANADIAN CONTENT

d) The “Broadcast Day” for the purpose of calculating the applicant’s commitments is:

i) as defined in Section 2 of the Television Broadcasting Regulations, 1987 (i.e. the 18-hour period beginning 6 a.m. each calendar day)
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

OR

ii) the 24-hour period beginning 6 a.m. each calendar day.
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

e) The starting time of your “log reporting day” will be: 00:00:00 hours
SPECIALTY SERVICE ONLY:
f) The applicant undertakes BY CONDITION OF LICENCE, to broadcast the following MINIMUM levels of Canadian content:

English or French Specialty Service:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

The licensee shall devote not less than 15% of the first broadcast year of the licence term, and of the evening broadcast period during that year, to the broadcast of Canadian programs.

The licensee shall devote not less than 25% of the second broadcast year of the licence term, and of the evening broadcast period during that year, to the broadcast of Canadian programs.

In year 3 of the licence term, and in each year thereafter, the licensee shall devote not less than 35% of the broadcast year, and of the evening broadcast period of each year, to the broadcast of Canadian Programs.

Ethnic Specialty Service:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

The licensee shall devote not less than 15% of the first broadcast year of the licence term, and of the evening broadcast period during that year, to the broadcast of Canadian programs.

Music Video Specialty Service:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

In addition to the minimum levels of Canadian content set out above, the licensee shall devote not less than:

· 20% of the total number of music videos broadcast during each broadcast week to Canadian Music Videos in year 1 of the licence term;

· 25% of the total number of music videos broadcast during each broadcast week to Canadian Music Videos in year 2 of the licence term;

· 30% of the total number of music videos broadcast during each broadcast week to Canadian Music Videos in year 3 of the licence term and each year thereafter.

PAY TELEVISION SERVICE ONLY:

g) Provide the percentage of Canadian programming from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. for each year of the proposed licence term.  If you intend to multiplex, provide for each channel.

YEAR 1
YEAR 2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4
YEAR 5
YEAR 6
YEAR 7









h) Provide the percentage of Canadian programming for the remainder of the day, for each year of the proposed licence term.  If you intend to multiplex, provide for each channel.

YEAR 1
YEAR 2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4
YEAR 5
YEAR 6
YEAR 7









i) If the proposed service is a movie service, will all new Canadian feature films that are suitable for Pay window and that meet the Pay TV Standards and Practices be distributed?

j) Please specify the minimum percentage of gross revenue (amount in dollars for year 1) that you will expend on the acquisition of or investment in Canadian programs during the proposed licence term.

Year 1 in dollars ($000) 



Minimum % year 2 – 7 



7.1
SERVICE TO THE HEARING IMPAIRED

k) Will you install a TDD at the proposed undertaking?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

l) Will you commit to close-caption the following by the end of the licence term:

· 90% of English language programming

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

· 50% of French language programming

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

7.2
INDUSTRY CODES:

The applicant undertakes AS A CONDITION OF LICENCE:
m) To adhere to the Broadcasting Code for Advertising to Children (Public Notice CRTC 1993-99 dated 30 June 1993), as amended from time to time and approved by the Commission.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

The applicant undertakes AS A CONDITION OF LICENCE (to be suspended as long as the licensee is a member in good standing of the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council):

n) To adhere to the industry Code on Violence (Public Notice CRTC 1996-36 dated 14 March 1996), as amended from time to time and approved by the Commission.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

o) To adhere to the CAB Sex-Role Portrayal Code for Television and Radio Programming (Public Notice CRTC 1990-99 dated 26 October 1990), as amended from time to time and approved by the Commission.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

7.3
ADVERTISING: (SPECIALTY SERVICE ONLY)

The applicant accepts AS A CONDITION OF LICENCE:
p) Subject to subsection b), the licensee shall not distribute more than twelve (12) minutes of advertising material during each clock hour.

q) In addition to the twelve minutes of advertising material referred to in subsection a), the licensee may distribute during each clock hour, a maximum of 30 seconds of additional advertising material that consists of unpaid public service announcements.

r) The licensee shall not distribute any paid advertising material other than national paid advertising.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

LIST OF DOCUMENTS ENCLOSED BY APPLICANT

SCHEDULES

 FORMCHECKBOX 

1
Directors and Officers of Proposed Licensee 
(Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2
Statement on Control of Proposed Licensee
(Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3
Delegation of Control 
(Not applicable)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4
Shareholders Holding 10% or More of Proposed Licensee
(Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5
Directors and Officers, and Shareholders Holding 10% or More, for Each
Company Holding 20% or More of Voting Interests of Proposed Licensee or Which Indirectly Controls Proposed Licensee
(Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

6
Incorporating Documents
(Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

7
Interests in Broadcast-Related Corporations
(Please refer to Category 1 application by TSN for WSN)

QUESTION 2

WHERE APPLICATION CAN BE EXAMINED

QUESTION 2

WHERE APPLICATION CAN BE EXAMINED

NetStar Communications Inc.

2225 Sheppard Avenue West

Suite 100

Toronto, Ontario

Le Réseau des sports (RDS) Inc.

1755, boul. René-Lévesque est

Suite 300

Montréal (Québec)

NetStar Enterprises Vancouver
221-181 Keefer Place
Vancouver, British Columbia

SCHEDULE 1

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

OF PROPOSED LICENSEE


PLEASE REFER TO THE CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY 
THE SPORTS NETWORK INC. (“TSN”) FOR 
WOMEN’S SPORTS NETWORK


SCHEDULE 2

STATEMENT ON CONTROL

OF PROPOSED LICENSEE


PLEASE REFER TO THE CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY 
TSN FOR WOMEN’S SPORTS NETWORK

SCHEDULE 3

DELEGATION OF CONTROL


NOT APPLICABLE

SCHEDULE 4

SHAREHOLDERS HOLDING 10% OR MORE

OF PROPOSED LICENSEE


PLEASE REFER TO THE CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY 
TSN FOR WOMEN’S SPORTS NETWORK

SCHEDULE 5

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

AND

SHAREHOLDERS HOLDING 10% OR MORE

FOR EACH COMPANY HOLDING 20% OR MORE OF
VOTING INTERESTS OF PROPOSED LICENSEE
OR WHICH INDIRECTLY CONTROLS PROPOSED LICENSEE


PLEASE REFER TO THE CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY 
TSN FOR WOMEN’S SPORTS NETWORK

SCHEDULE 6

INCORPORATING DOCUMENTS


PLEASE REFER TO THE CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY 
TSN FOR WOMEN’S SPORTS NETWORK

SCHEDULE 7

INTERESTS IN BROADCAST-RELATED CORPORATIONS


PLEASE REFER TO THE CATEGORY 1 APPLICATION BY 
TSN FOR WOMEN’S SPORTS NETWORK

***END OF DOCUMENT***














� 	If any of these persons hold public office, by election or appointment, indicate the office held under the name of the person(s).


� 	Canadian as defined in the Direction to the CRTC (Ineligibility of Non-Canadians SOR/97/192 as amended by SOR/98-1268).


� 	Director as defined in the Direction to the CRTC (Ineligibility of Non-Canadians).


� 	Officers:  Those persons designated by the company as Chairperson, President, Vice-President, General Manager, Secretary, Assistant-Secretary, Comptroller, Treasurer, Assistant-Treasurer or any other similar titles.
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